Renal cell carcinoma.
Renal cell carcinoma (RCC) continues to present a diagnostic and therapeutic challenge. The increased use of abdominal imaging studies does not appear to completely account for the rising incidence of RCC. Alcohol consumption has been found to be a possible protective factor among women in a recent study, but among women with children, RCC risk may increase with each child born when compared with nulliparous women. An alternative staging system shows promise, and two randomized clinical trials clarify the role of removing the primary tumor in the setting of metastatic RCC. New agents have shown promise in early clinical trials such as CCI-779, pegylated interferon, thalidomide, and anti-VEGF antibody.